Logline

A petty criminal is sent to a war instead of jail and discovers the
legal criminal gang where she can rise as a leader

unless her mentor destroys her first.

Risk Aversion | Nutshell
Terminator2 meets Gl Jane meets Full Metal Jacket meets Buffalo
Soldiers meets A Few Good Men

Genre | Format
modern military drama | feature

Rating | Budget | Audience
M | $5m
YA male, female & diverse people yearning for change & equality

Currency | Entertainment Value

The looming reality of World War 3 - increased visibility of
women and diverse groups - the need for a different kind of
soldier and military leader — transforming military personnel
from male-dominated war mongers into diverse peace makers.

Industry Sustainability

A SHELL IN THE SAND is suited to a location like the sandy
deserts of Australia and provides a training ground

for emerging cast and crew.

A SHELL IN THE SAND
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A SHELL IN THE SAND

After a robbery for a bit of fun goes wrong, two young criminals are convicted and given a choice — a hefty jail sentence or three years military service.

Mallory Fallon loves the perks of being a uniformed member of a large, legal criminal gang. She relishes the discipline of being a soldier and counters the boredom of life between battles with her
opportunist sideline enterprises such as black market currency exchange and selling military supplies for extra cash.

Army life crushes Gabe, her civilian partner in crime. The military take in and tolerate murderers and molesters but not thieves. Gabe gets caught stealing from his own regiment and is branded a
‘Tea Leaf’ [military slang for ‘thief’]. It's the worst of the worst crimes beyond murder because his actions damage morale and trust, disrupting traditional blind obedience. While his star falls,
Mallory’s star rises. She’s taken under the wing of Major Jack Deaks, Special Forces.

During an operation where she shines under pressure of random gunfire in the dark, Gabe is fatally wounded by friendly fire and dies in her arms. She comforts him instead of stepping up to stop
her fellow soldiers raping and pillaging the local villagers.

At an awards ceremony and dinner honoring Deaks with another medal, Mallory is in awe of her polite, patient, humble mentor then a nurse on the same table warns her of misplaced adoration.
She also gives her a tip about the modern phenomenon of recording everything and knowing where to look for top secret intel — the kind that ends up in the hands of Wikileaks.

As Mallory earns respect for her courage under fire, she grows as a leader, with more troops wanting to be under her command as they are less likely to be killed and they sleep better at night
helping local people instead of brutalizing them. Mallory’s black market transforms into cross-cultural activities. She runs community banquets, some soldiers with building experience re-vamp the
local school and the quality of intel improves due to improved trust between the occupying forces and local people.

Then she gets the promotion that puts her on par with her mentor, Deaks. He takes credit for her success while harboring deep resentment. He feels his help of her rising career is hijacked by
affirmative action. His still has his hardcore crew around him, obeying orders then gets a tip-off he won’t get the next promotion —it’s going to Mallory and she will no longer be under his complete
control.

On a shared mission going badly, Deaks keeps his gun sight trained on Mallory, while directing a soldier to record her pauses, her indecision as she tries to make sense of the battle situation. The
camera doesn’t see women and girls being raped — it hears the distress and sees Mallory doing nothing. The camera then sees her shooting something at her feet. It doesn’t see her putting an
injured dog out of its misery.

Deaks separates Mallory from the unit and rapes her, whispering, ‘it’s not personal’, then leaves her there, alone in the desert. Being wounded and in hospital, the nurse she met at the awards
dinner, insists on doing a rape kit. When the promotion is offered to her, she turns it down. The top brass believe her reason is PTSD and they give the promotion to Deaks. At this latest ceremony,
people are slapping his back and patting hers in a consoling way and he whispers to her, ‘it’s not personal’. Her bravery medal burns into her chest and she takes action to lives up to the leader she’s
become inside. With help from more advanced male soldiers wanting to be peace makers than war mongers, Mallory gathers enough strength to submit evidence of who really shot Gabe, the
crimes against humanity ordered and committed by Deaks and courage to call him out on the rape that gave her PTSD — not what she was doing as a soldier on the battlefield.

Deaks is stripped of his most recent title, pending a court martial and the person informally recognized as an emerging candidate for Deaks’ old job is Mallory Fallon.
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